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urban rivers of Australia. This paper reports the results of a survey of water quality in five major rivers of urban Australia. Field

studies were undertaken in 1994 to investigate the degree of contamination and distribution of a range of water quality indicators in
five major rivers. The study area comprised the suburbs of Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney, Perth and Melbourne, and contained 45 urban

drainage catchments. A detailed questionnaire was administered to key informants in the catchments to assist with interpretation of
the data. Quality data were collected for 15 water quality parameters. Sediment samples were collected at 52 sites in the five

catchments. The survey confirmed that river quality in Australia is generally poor and that the urban environment contributes to poor
water quality. The results confirm that the greatest pollution problems are associated with open-canal and roadway stormwater runoff.
Pollutant concentrations are elevated in catchments containing sewage-treatment works and in catchments that drain urban, industrial
and agricultural areas. There were no significant differences in sediment quality between catchments of different sizes. The results

indicate that a considerable amount of water pollution has not been detected in the catchments because of the dilution of contaminants
in the receiving waters of the larger rivers. A comparison of results for those water-quality parameters where the two-year mean was
greater than 40 for the five rivers showed that most of the polluted rivers had multiple types of pollution, which should be considered

in designing and evaluating future water-quality improvement programs. Listing of the year’s biggest data breaches - kstraider
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